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BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 

June 2 Job 5-7   June 6 Job 17-20 

June 3 Job 8-10  June 7 Job 21-23 

June 4 Job 11-13  June 8 Job 24-28 

June 5   Job 14-16  June 9 Job 29-31  

 

Lesson Introduction: Our lesson this week features the 

testing schemes of the scribes and the Pharisees, and 

points to their ultimate desire to kill Jesus. At this point in 

the gospel of Mark, Jesus has clearly become a threat to 

the ideals of the religious elite, and they are now intent 

on killing Him. As we look at this passage, we will see the 

wisdom and authority of Christ on display as He faced 

questioning from men seeking to destroy Him.  

 

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS OF THE PASSAGE:  

 

• Jesus’ authority is based on His oneness with God 

(11:27-33) 

 

• God sovereignly reigns over all things to bring 

about His purposes (12:1-12) 

 

• God calls His people to civil obedience for the sake 

of His glory (12:13-17) 

 

Mark 11:27—12:17 English Standard Version 

 

27 And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was 

walking in the temple, the chief priests and the scribes 

and the elders came to him, 28 and they said to him, “By 

what authority are you doing these things, or who gave 

you this authority to do them?” 29 Jesus said to them, “I 

will ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you 

by what authority I do these things. 30 Was the baptism 

of John from heaven or from man? Answer me.” 31 And 

they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, 

‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not believe 

him?’ 32 But shall we say, ‘From man’?”—they were 

afraid of the people, for they all held that John really was 

a prophet. 33 So they answered Jesus, “We do not 

know.” And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 

what authority I do these things.” 

 

Ch. 12 And he began to speak to them in parables. “A 

man planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and 

dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, and leased 

it to tenants and went into another country. 2 When the 

season came, he sent a servant to the tenants to get 

from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 And they 

took him and beat him and sent him away empty-

handed. 4 Again he sent to them another servant, and 

they struck him on the head and treated him shamefully. 

5 And he sent another, and him they killed. And so with 

many others: some they beat, and some they killed. 6 He 

had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to 

them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 7 But those 

tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us 

kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 And they took 

him and killed him and threw him out of the vineyard. 9 

What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come 

and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others. 

10 Have you not read this Scripture: 

 

“‘The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone; 

11 this was the Lord's doing, 

    and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” 

 

12 And they were seeking to arrest him but feared the 

people, for they perceived that he had told the parable 

against them. So they left him and went away. 

 

13 And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some 

of the Herodians, to trap him in his talk. 14 And they 

came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are 

true and do not care about anyone's opinion. For you are 

not swayed by appearances, but truly teach the way of 

God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should 

we pay them, or should we not?” 15 But, knowing their 

hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put me to the test? 

Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 16 And they 

brought one. And he said to them, “Whose likeness and 

inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar's.” 17 Jesus 

said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are 

Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” And they 

marveled at him. 

 

 

Discussion Section 1: By What Authority? (11:27-33) 

 

-What things were the scribes and elders referring to 

when they asked Jesus ““By what authority are you 

doing these things…”? 

 

-How did Jesus’ question to them actually point to His 

authority? 
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Note from James R. Edwards’ Commentary on the 

Gospel According to Mark: The question about John the 

Baptist seems at first glance to be either irrelevant or 

evasive. What does John's baptism have to do with Jesus' 

authority? Jesus' counterquestion about John often 

strikes readers as a diversionary tactic, like a raccoon 

jumping into a stream to shake the hounds from its 

scent. Ironically, the counterquestion contains the seeds 

of the truth the Sanhedrin hopes to learn, for it was at 

the baptism by John that the heavens were parted, the 

Spirit of power descended into Jesus (Gk. eis auton, 1: 

10), and the voice from heaven declared him God's Son. 

The baptism of Jesus, in other words, was the event that 

inaugurated his exousia, his conscious oneness with the 

Father, and his sovereign freedom and empowerment for 

ministry. If the Sanhedrin wants to know whence Jesus 

received authority to do "these things," it must 

reconsider John's baptism. A decision about John is a 

decision about Jesus. If John's baptism were solely "from 

men," that is, fully explainable by empirical science, then 

the Sanhedrin may be justified in its accusation of Jesus. 

But if John's baptism was "from heaven," that is, divinely 

inspired—as the crowds believed and as the Sanhedrin 

evidently feared—then Jesus' authority exceeds mere 

human authority and must be explained by the authority 

of God. 

  

Discussion Section 2: The Stone That the Builders 

Rejected (12:1-12) 

 

-What do these verses tell us about Israel’s history? 

 

-What do these verses tell us about God’s sovereignty? 

How do we see Him at work even through Israel’s 

rejection of His messengers, and ultimately, His Son? 

 

-How might these verses give us confidence in God’s 

plan during difficult times in our lives? 

 

Note from James R. Edwards’ Commentary on the 

Gospel According to Mark: The parable of the vineyard 

and tenants is permeated with a sense of God's 

indomitable providence. True, it looks as though the 

schemes of the rebel tenants will wreck the owner's 

vineyard, but they do not prevail, nor can they. Even the 

son fulfills his perilous mission in the assurance that the 

father's purpose is being accomplished through his death 

and seeming defeat. The father's vineyard is not 

dispossessed or destroyed, but rather the wicked tenants 

are judged and others more worthy are found to 

continue the vineyard. The parable thus echoes the same 

theme of providence seen in the parable of the sower (4: 

3-9), in which even lousy farming conditions could not 

cancel or counteract the inevitable harvest of God. Once 

again the voice of Jesus is audible in this parable, 

supremely aware of his role in the Father's economy. 

There is yet another reminder of his inevitable death (8: 

31; 9: 31; 10: 33-34), and yet an equally supreme 

confidence that his penultimate defeat will not only 

result in the Father's ultimate purpose, but be the means 

by which it is accomplished. The parable's testimony to 

the sure purposes of God conveyed a profound sense of 

hope to Mark's beleaguered church in Rome, so ravished 

by Nero's insane persecutions, as it can also in our day, 

when the church (at least in the West) is often caught in 

compromise and confusion and decline. The existence of 

the vineyard is assured not by the self-aggrandizement of 

the tenants but by the self-sacrifice of the Son. 

 

Discussion Section 3: Honoring God by Honoring Caesar 

(12:13-17) 

 

-What was the motivation behind the Pharisees’ 

question about taxes? 

 

-What do we learn in this text about how we honor God 

by the way we interact with the laws of the land and civil 

authorities? (Romans 13:1-2, 1 Peter 2:13-14).  

 

Note from James R. Edwards’ Commentary on the 

Gospel According to Mark: Not the least interesting 

aspect of Jesus' brilliant response is that he does not stop 

at the question asked of him. Duty to Caesar is surpassed 

by duty to God. "' Give to Caesar what is Caesar's and to 

God what is God's'". This saying, reminiscent of Jesus' 

reply to Peter in 8:33 ("' You do not have in mind the 

things of God but the things of man'") declares that 

ultimate authority in life belongs to God. One cannot 

consider political and civil duties apart from faith, but 

only as expressions of the prior and ultimate claims of 

God. In the saying of v. 17 the unmistakable exousia or 

authority of Jesus again emerges. Caesar and God were 

ultimate and uncontested authorities in the political and 

religious climate of Jesus' day, and yet Jesus presumes to 

speak for both. That ultimate authority resided with God 

is clearly implied in Jesus' use of the word "image" (v. 16 

in Greek), which is the same word used in Gen 1: 26 of 

humanity's creation in God's image. If coins bear 

Caesar's image, then they belong to Caesar. But 

humanity, which bears God's image, belongs to God! 


